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Federal
grant for
south
St. Pete

PTC’s
giving out
new
careers

Ann Sherman-White

Albert Lee, president
and CEO, TBBIC
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — The
Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment
Corporation
(TBBIC) announced their
new federal grant Tues., Oct.
13 in a celebratory conference at their office at 1123
22nd St. S. The grant aims to
expand training and capital
services to low-income entrepreneurs.
The new PRIME Project
(Program for Investment in
Microentrepreneurs) will aid
as many as 220 low-income
and very low-income microentrepreneurs to enter
one of eight technical assistance programs, then, when
ready, to access one of six
capital sources that can help
bridge their business to a
next tier of growth.
The effort to secure federal funding for the initiative
was spearheaded by the
TBBIC and supported by the
City Urban Affairs division
and Greenhouse, the Florida
Small Business Development Center at Pinellas
County Economic Development, the Pinellas Opportunity Council, the 2020 Plan
Taskforce, and U.S. Senator
Bill Nelson and U.S. Rep.
See GRANT, page 9

L-R, Marlon Myles, Ron Dixon, Shamaine Bacon and Antonio Fuller



BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
5 Star Rental Purchase
has been situated at 2122
34th St. S for five years.
First opening its doors in
2010, the rent-to-own business has enjoyed success
and is well known for its
outstanding
customer
service.
“When a customer
walks in the store, everyone greets them with a

welcome,” said store Manager Ron Dixon. He believes each customer is
royalty and prides himself
on building a business
where everybody knows
your name.
The offspring of the
old Champion Rental purchase business that was
big in the 80s and early
90s, 5 Star Home Furnishings has name brand merchandise to help make
your home more comfortable.

“We offer anything
that you can put inside a
home or an apartment,”
said Dixon. From living
room and bedroom furniture to washer and dryer
sets, stoves, refrigerators
and electronics, there is
something for everyone.
“I could go on and on.”
Pictures, lamps and
other accessories are also
on hand to check out and
with 5 Star’s many specials, stocking a home
with quality essentials can

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

be affordable as well.
You can rent by the
week or month and currently 5 Star is offering
the first week’s rent for
just five dollars. There are
no long-term commitments and the company
also provides free set up
and delivery.
So why go to 5 Star
and not some of the other
home furnishing chains?
For the no hassle promise. There are no credit or
See BACK, pages 7

District 7 Candidate Forum
BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The South St. Pete Democratic Club held a forum
for the two candidates running for City Council District 7 last Sat., Oct. 10 at
the Sanderlin Center. Candidates Winthrop “Will”
Newton and Lisa WheelerBrown had five minutes
maximum to respond to
each of the five planned
questions drafted by the
board. Questions were

also posed by members of
the audience and each candidate was given two minutes for an opening and
closing statement.
What is your understanding of and position on
each of the four referenda
with respect to changes to
the City Charter as they are
described on the ballot?
What are your ideas to educate voters on these issues so
they are informed when they
vote?
Winthrop
“Will”
Newton – In favor of all

Winthrop “Will” Newton

Lisa Wheeler-Brown

four referendums. To educate voters he would hold
forums, utilize the water

bill mailing system and the
See FORUM, page 5

ST. PETERSBURG —
Roads, water supply, land
maintenance—all essential
aspects of any community’s
basic infrastructure, are all
part of its public works system. For anyone interested in
a possible career in public
works, Pinellas Technical
College (PTC) is hosting its
Public Works Boot Camp
Discovery Night Nov. 10 at
5:30 p.m. at the St. Pete campus, 901 34th St. S.
“This is to give the community an opportunity to receive information about jobs
that go unfilled all over the
Tampa Bay area in the public
works arena,” said Ann Sherman-White, coordinator of
Industry Services at PTC. “In
every facet of your life, you
are touched by public
works—when you get up in
the morning, when you flush
the toilet, when you brush
your teeth, when you get in
the car, you’re at the stop
light, the roads you ride on,
the air that you breathe—all
of that is touched by public
works.”
Since many of those jobs
were held by people that are
now approaching retirement
age, there is a need to train
people to fill those vacant
ranks that, according to
Sherman-White, are part of
the public works arena. The
Public Works program at
PTC covers the operation of
wastewater systems and
plant operations, and features
See PTC, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
March inspires greater activism
Dear Editor,
This past weekend
marked the 20th anniversary of the Million Man
March on Washington. The
“Justice or Else March”
brought thousands together
once again to hear the call to
action from the Honorable
Louis Farrakhan, as well as
support the millennials who
lead the Black Lives Matter
movement.
Once again the majority
of Minister Farrakhan’s
message was timely and relevant, in spite of critics who
choose to characterize his
messages as divisive. I have
not found anyone with
whom I agree with 100 percent of the time and that includes
the
Minister
Farrakhan!
I truly believe in the saying: “You don’t throw the
baby out with the bath
water.” Much of what Minister Farrakhan proclaims
about America’s laws and
policies pertaining to socialeconomic issues facing people of color versus what is
practiced is always on point.
The elements of Minister Farrakhan’s message
that resonated most with me
were his calls for a “unified
front of people of different
races and religions to bind
together, stick together,
stand together and most importantly demand together
against injustices.”
On both of these fronts,
the St. Petersburg NAACP
is in step with Minister Farrakhan’s calls to action as evidenced by the millennials
represented at the executive
level of the local branch, extending to the special recog-

nition of the millennials at
the November 15 swearing
in ceremony, as well as the
positive energy one experiences from the majority of
our executive committee
members who vary in age,
ethnicities, race and gender.
They have shown up and
appeared ready for battle at
executive committee meetings, general meetings and
training. Battle being defined as adhering to the mission of the NAACP, which is
to ensure the political, educational, social and economic equality and rights of
all persons and to eliminate
race-based discrimination.
This small cadre of soldiers
appears ready!
For too long the efforts
to address the socio-economic gap between people
of color and their white
neighbors and friends
within south St. Petersburg
has been glossed over and
simply taken advantage of,
given the lack of a unified
and diverse voice exposing
these injustices.
Let’s take for example
economic development, defined as “the sustained, concerted
actions
of
communities and policymakers that improve the
standard of living and economic health of a specific locality.” An examination of
the community redevelopment strategies and initiatives launched in south St.
Petersburg since 1982 total
in excess an estimated $400
million. Despite of the infusion of millions of city,
county, state and federal dollars the unemployment rate
for the area designated as

the Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) has increased between 60 to 100
percent between 2000 and
2012. This is merely one example of the inequities and
hypocrisies that Minister
Farrakhan has urged communities around the country to take a stand against.
I believe the St. Petersburg Chapter NAACP, in
conjunction with many
other stakeholders, will proclaim September 3, 2015,
(the day the St. Petersburg
Chapter of the NAACP was
elected into office) the beginning of this community’s
willingness to accept the
truth that there are a multitude of injustices plaguing
this community on a daily
basis. By accepting these
truths, we mark the beginning of our ability to correct
them!
Thank you Minister Farrakhan for your affirmation.
The St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP is well on its way to
addressing and eliminating
the social injustices that
have plagued our communities of color for far too long!
Maria Scruggs

The human face of lost, reduced and
inadequate services can’t be ignored
ST. PETERSBURG – At a
time when 46 percent of Pinellas and Hillsborough households earn less than the basic
cost of living, the ongoing tide
of lost and reduced services is
making financial challenges
even more difficult to deal
with. While the impact is felt
in virtually every neighborhood and by families that have
never dealt with it before,
south St. Petersburg residents
have confronted this situation
for longer than most.
Next Tues., Oct. 20, they
will have a chance to describe
their challenges as the Family
Town Hall Series moves to the
Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd
St. S, St. Pete.
This is the first of at least
three forums in this current
series. It is the 35th to be held
in Pinellas and Hillsborough
counties since 2013. Others
have already been scheduled
for Oct 29 at the Greater Palm
River Point CDC in eastern
Hillsborough County, and the
North Greenwood Center in
Clearwater on Nov. 19. At
least two more will be in place
before the fall series concludes.
Earlier forums have
largely focused on the plight
of seniors who not only have

trouble making ends meet on
fixed incomes that can force
them to choose between food,
utilities, and or medicine, but
are often unable to deal with
health challenges. However,
the encroaching scope of
budget cuts continues to target individuals, families and
children based on their vulnerability, not simply because
of financial or cultural factors.
“It’s an unfortunate fact
that artificial austerity is inflicted on the people who can
afford it least, but whose situations are ignored the most,”
said For The Family Administrator W. Ward Cox.
He added that the only
way to correct this shameful
reality is for those who are unfairly targeted to raise their

voices. “We not only need to
hear from the people who are
most at risk, but the agencies
that serve their needs despite
being caught in the same
budget cutting net.”
They are also hoping to
offer expertise from people
skilled in helping Series participants secure the services
they are entitled to. If you or
your organization wishes to
become involved, please contact Cox at Alfolk@aol.com or
by calling (813) 932-1477 at
your earliest convenience.
Series partners include
Neighborly Care Network, Pastors On Patrol, the PinellasPasco Area Agency on Aging
and the Upper Pinellas Ministerial Alliance.

Join SPC in the movement
for MLK Day of Service
ST. PETERSBURG —
Help spread the word and
make a difference by joining the local movement of
people who will honor Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
on Jan. 18, 2016, with a Day
of Service.
The MLK Day of Service Advisory Board is holding information sessions to
provide a brief overview of
the 2016 MLK Day of Service and how to apply for a
service award.
With the help of State
Rep. Darryl E. Rouson, this
is the fourth year St. Petersburg College has received
funds from the Florida Legislature for the St. Petersburg MLK Day of Service.
As part of the event,
participants can:
• Plan a service project
and apply for a 2016 MLK
Day of Service Award of up
to $5,000 to fund the project
• Serve as a volunteer
in another organization or
group’s service project on

the MLK Day of Service
• Organize a service
project and have the project posted on SPC’s website
• Become a donor or
sponsor
To apply for a 2016
MLK Day of Service
Award, interested groups/
organizations are required
to attend at least one of the
following information sessions prior to submitting an
application:
SPC, Gibbs Campus, 6605 5th Ave. N.,
St. Pete, AD Room 180
• Thursday, Oct. 15,
6-7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, Oct. 24,
10 a.m. to noon
• Thursday, Oct. 29,
6-7:30 p.m.
Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg
• Tuesday, Oct. 20,
6-7:30 p.m.
Information presented
at each session is identi-

cal. The sessions are free
of charge, but advance
registration is strongly encouraged. To register
visit: http://conta.cc/1M
Wc90G. The deadline to
apply for a 2016 MLK Day
of Service Award is Nov. 6,
2015.
About MLK Day of
Service Advisory Board
Dedicated to preserving Dr. King’s legacy of
service, the St. Petersburg
MLK Day of Service Advisory Board in collaboration with St. Petersburg
College seeks to engage
thousands of local citizens
in a day of service. To
learn more visit www.spcollege.edu/mlkser vice,
or call us at 727-392-8222.

Jump rope workshop this Saturday
ST. PETERSBURG —
In an effort to promote
physical fitness among the
youth of St. Pete, a jump
rope workshop for the
After School Playcampers
to learn basic skills and
fundamental techniques of
jump rope will be offered
Sat., Oct.17 at Thomas
“Jet” Jackson Recreation
Center, 1000 28th St. S, St.
Pete, from 10 to noon.
Expert trainer Yvonne
Moody and her team, the
Hurricane Jumpers, from
Miami will teach our children basic skills and techniques. The objective and
requirements of this tutorial are as follows:
• Campers will get
hands-on experience with
different jumping styles
• Each center needs to
provide beaded rope for
their campers
• Each camper needs
to be register in the workshop barcode
• Campers’ transportation is to be arranged
through the center
The aim of the workshop is for each center to
introduce an after school
jump rope program that
will teach the sport
through a method of skill
development. The goal is
for each center to have a
hour-long class twice a
week that will teach the

various skill levels: single
rope skills, partner routines, double dutch, long
rope and group routines.
The program will help develop the mind, instruct
jump rope in a fun and rewarding way and help
campers prepare for competition.
There will be two jump
rope competitions among
Playcampers on nonschool days at Lake Vista
Recreation Center. The
goal is to see how campers
have progressed and to
continue to build self-confidence and learn different
styles of jumping.
“My vision is to place a
rope in every child’s hand.
It is my belief that it will
promote physical fitness,”
said City of St. Petersburg
Recreation Supervisor and
organizer of the workshop
Cathy Fort.
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Fort’s goal is to introduce an after-school jump
rope program for the community. The program will
help develop mind and
body by learning rope
jumping in a fun and rewarding way.
“Combined with other
programs, using the ropes
we can help send positive
messages to our campers
in staying fit,” said Fort.
Jump rope classes will
be offered to children
aged six and older.
Fort said they will
focus on helping children
make a positive connection with physical activity. Children will learn the
benefits of this lifetime fitness activity, improve coordination, timing, foot
speed, endurance, build
bone density and develop
lean muscle mass.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
In the Spotlight: Solomon & Iyanna
Photo credit: Children’s Board Heart Gallery of Tampa Bay, by Pezz Photo

One Church One Child
of Florida is a faith-based,
501(c)3 organization operating statewide in partnership
with the Department of Children and Families and Local
Community Based Lead
Agencies and their providers
in recruitment of adoptive
and foster families and local
churches to partner in supporting children in foster
care and local families
through Church WatchCare Ministries.
One Church One Child
of Florida acknowledges the
children who need a permanent family. The series continues featuring children all
over Florida who are waiting
in foster care for a forever
loving family to call their
own.
October’s children are
highlighted in this article.
Continue to pray for them,
and consider making them a
part of your family through
adoption or a part of your
church through Project





 






 
 
 
CON N ECT
W ITH US

Watch-Care, for support and
mentoring.
Solomon, 15
Solomon is a kindhearted young man who always endeavors to do the
best he can. He has developed an affinity for fishing
and being out on the water.
Skateboarding and playing
games are his favorite pastimes, and he’s also a very
good artist.
If Solomon had the
choice of going anywhere, he
would take a whirlwind tour
of every fair and carnival in
the world—or just stick to
getting his very own bounce
house in the backyard.
Iyanna, 13
Iyanna is a sweet and sensitive little girl who loves to
care for younger children
and animals, and craves the
companionship of a female
role model. She’s a talented
writer, especially of poetry,
and she has an uncanny ability to read and relate to other
people.

She’s a little shy and introspective, but she loves to
have a good chat with her
friends. Her ideal home is
one with a mom and maybe
a sister or two, where her
birthday will not only be remembered, but will be celebrated in a big way!
These two kids will thrive
in a loving, nurturing and active home with both male
and female role models.
Church involvement is important to them.
If you are interested in
knowing
more
about
Solomon and Iyanna and
other children in foster care
available for adoption, or if
you would like to become a
foster parent, mentor or volunteer,
please
contact
LaKay Fayson, Recruitment
Coordinator for One Church
One Child of Florida,
at (813) 985-7831 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
The website for One Church
One Child of Florida is
www.ococfl.org.


 

  
 


  



 

 




 

       
   
       
    

  

 

      
      
    
     

      


     









  

Matters of the Heart’s annual
food giveaway
ST. PETERSBURG —
Matters of the Heart Ministry, a non-profit organization, will host its eighth
annual
Thanksgiving
Turkey Giveaway Evangelism Outreach &
Health Awareness event
Sat., Nov. 14 from 11-2
p.m. at Pinellas Technical
College, 901 34th St. S.
Co-sponsored by the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the
ministry is asking for the
support of local churches,
businesses and individual
sponsors throughout the
community to partner
with Matters of the Heart
in blessing 250 needy families in the community
with turkeys and gift
cards.
Charitable donations
accepted are tax deductible. Make checks
payable to “Matters of the
Heart.” If you’re interested in partnering with

this great humanitarian
effort and would like to
donate, call (727) 5648158 or (727) 800-6695.
Registration for families begins Nov. 1. Vendor booths are available
for $25. Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
For more information, please visit mattersoftheheartministry.org
Psalms 136:1 - Give
thanks to the LORD, for
he is good.

Hosted by radio
personality
Princess Denise Wright,
Praise 1590 AM WRXB
and 96.5 FM Radio

PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
Proposed BP Settlement Consent Decree and
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Draft
Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan for the Gulf of Mexico
The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) and the Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage
Assessment Trustees (Trustees) invite the public to a series of meetings as they seek public
comments on two documents. DOJ is asking for public comment on a proposed Consent
Decree with BP. This Consent Decree sets forth a settlement between BP, the United States,
and the five Gulf states resolving claims for federal civil penalties and natural resource
damages related to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.
The Trustees are seeking public comment on the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Draft
Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan (PDARP) and Draft
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS). The draft plan would allocate funds
for restoration from a settlement with BP for up to $8.8 billion for natural resource injuries.
There will be eight meetings—seven within the Gulf region and one in Washington D.C.
Information about the Florida meetings listed below.
Date

FLORIDA PUBLIC MEETINGS
Times

Location

10/27/2015

6:00 PM – Open House
6:30 PM – Meeting

Pensacola Bay Center
201 East Gregory Street
Pensacola, FL 32502

10/29/2015

6:00 PM – Open House
6:30 PM – Meeting

Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront
Salon AB
333 1st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

To download the proposed Consent Decree, visit http://www.justice.gov/enrd/deepwater-horizon.
To view the Trustees’ draft programmatic damage assessment and restoration plan, as well as
a list of locations where copies of the documents have been placed for public review and a list
of all public meetings, visit www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov. To facilitate public review of
documents, information on the Consent Decree and a link for making comment is also posted
at www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov
In addition to verbal comments recieved at public meetings, the public may submit written
comments through December 4, 2015:
For the Consent Decree:
• Online: http://www.justice.gov/enrd/deepwater-horizon
• By U.S. Mail: U.S. Department of Justice, P.O. Box 7611, Washington, D.C. 20044-7611,
and should refer to U.S. v. BP Exploration and Production et al, Civil No. 10-4536 (E.D.
La.) (centralized in MDL 2179: In Re: Oil Spill by the Oil Rig “Deepwater Horizon” in
the Gulf of Mexico, April 20, 2012), D.J. Ref. 90-5-1-1-10026
For the draft plan:
• Online: www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov
• By U.S. Mail: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 49567, Atlanta, GA 30345
MEETING CONTACTS:
STATE: Heather Thomas, 850-245-2197, heather.thomas@dep.state.fl.us
NOAA: Courtney Groeneveld, 301-427-8666, courtney.groeneveld@noaa.gov
DOJ: Nanciann Regalado, 678-296-6805, nanciann_regalado@fws.gov
Persuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special
accommodations to participate in this meeting is asked to advise the Trustees at least five days
before the meeting by calling Nanciann Regalado at the contact information above.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FAST for schools
ST. PETERSBURG —
Over 650 community members gathered together and
voted to work on fixing
Pinellas County schools
Mon., Oct 12 at the Holy
Family Catholic Church,
200 78th Ave. S.
Community members
assembled after sharing
stories in small group settings during the month of
September.
“We shared about struggles we are facing within
our own families and neighborhoods. We did not simply meet together to
complain about problems
but to affirm our commitment to do something
about them,” said Rev.
Manuel Sykes of Bethel
Community
Baptist
Church.
Members of the 38 congregations that make up
Faith and Action for
Strength Together (FAST)
shared stories of their experiences related to community problems. One
such story was shared by
FAST member Latoya Reed
about her son, who was in
third grade and failing at
Lakewood Elementary.
Reed visited her son at
school and was concerned
by the chaos and lack of
discipline. She pulled him
from
Lakewood
and
scraped together money to
send him to a private
school where he began to
excel.
“While my son went on
to succeed in school and
graduate, we still have
thousands of kids struggling to read in our

Urban League mourns death of
Randy Lewis

schools,” said Reed.
Attendees at Monday’s
meeting were given the option to vote on social services, neighborhood issues,
healthcare, criminal justice,
transportation, senior issues, jobs or education. As
each of the 38 congregations present placed their
votes, education was the
clear winner.
“Schools all over the
county are struggling. We
tell kids they can achieve
anything if they try, but the
reality is many kids are not
being given the tools they
need to succeed. The system fails them,” said Janice
Metz of St. Cecilia’s
Catholic Church.
Over the last five years,
FAST has approached the
school board with solutions
to address low reading
scores and behavior problems in high poverty
schools. During that time,
school board members refused to implement any of
the solutions suggested by
the parents and grandparents involved with FAST.
This year, members

have committed to increase
their efforts to get the
school board to cooperate
and to join with other allies
and partners from throughout the county who are fed
up with failing schools.
Next year’s Nehemiah Action will be held Mon., April
18 at 7 p.m. at Tropicana
Field.
Congregations present
at Monday’s event committed to have more than 3,000
people in attendance to
bring forward solutions to
the issues of education,
homelessness and youth
arrest.
In addition to voting to
address education, FAST
members brought forth
Representative
Dwight
Dudley from District 68.
Dudley agreed to cosponsor legislation to decrease
the number of youth arrested and increase access
to a diversionary program
through the civil citation.
For more information
regarding
FAST
visit
www.FASTPinellas.org or
call (727) 823-9197.

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR

SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE M ETAL CASKETS STARTING AT
$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County Urban
League (PCUL) sadly announces the death of Randolph B. Lewis, Director of
Youth & Family Services,
Sat., Oct. 10.
Lewis joined the Urban
League in 2014, where his 25
plus years of experience in
youth development and
criminology was instrumental in the revamping of their
youth-specific programs, including the Family Services
Wrap-Around Service Pilot
Program, the revitalization of
the NULITES (National
Urban League Incentives To
Excel & Succeed), the establishment of the UYEP
(Urban Youth Empowerment Program) in St. Petersburg and Tampa and the new
TAACCCT (Trade Adjustment Assistance Community
College & Career Training)
Program, funded through
the National Urban League
in partnership with St. Petersburg College.
Lewis, an accomplished
speaker, author, trainer, community activist and key
player on the 2020 Plan Committee, was the president of
Lewis Maxwell Training
Consultants, Inc., a multidimensional education, business and criminal justice
training firm based in St.
Pete and was the former Skyway District Chair for the
Boy Scouts of America.
Among the affiliations of
which he was most proud
was his position as a charter
member of the Midtown Rotary Club and as a member
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc., (Eta Rho Chapter)
where he served as the former Basileus and Regional
Representative. He was an integral part of the Omegas’
Pathfinders Mentoring Pro-

gram, in joint partnership
with the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Further supporting his
passion for developing the
leadership skills of youth,
Lewis was a key figure in the
Professional Opportunities
Program for Students (POPS)
at Gibbs High School.
A graduate of Bethune
Cookman University with a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Administration,
he went on to earn a master’s
degree in Criminology from
the University of South
Florida. A highly sought after
national and international
speaker known for his highquality, high-energy, down-toearth delivery, he was the
published author of “Xbox,
Hip Hop & Dreadlocks: Reconnecting the Generations,”
and was the owner of Helping Kids Be Kids.
When reflecting on
Lewis’ many accomplishments, PCUL President &
CEO, Watson Haynes stated:
“He had a compassion for
kids that exceeded that of
many people in his field.
Young people were near and
dear to his heart, and he believed in empowering them
to succeed and holding them
accountable.”
Haynes recalled Lewis’
excitement about establishing the UYEP program,

which offered the opportunity for a fresh start for ex-offenders and high school
drop-outs. In an interview
about UYEP, Lewis stated:
“UYEP will eliminate all excuses and barriers to success
for disenfranchised young
adults and put them in a position to obtain not just jobs,
but to establish meaningful
careers.”
He leaves to mourn his
passing his wife, Janine
Lewis, daughter, Britteny
Lewis, stepsons Christopher
Rucker and Brandon Brown,
seven brothers and sisters, a
host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and extended family;
his Pinellas County Urban
League family, his beloved
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
brothers and a community
that will greatly miss his
humor, keen insight and dedication to making his community a better place for us
all to live, work and play.
Final arrangements have
been entrusted to Smith Funeral Home. The wake will
be held Fri., Oct. 16 at 5:30
p.m. at New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church, 1715
18th Ave. S, St. Petersburg,
where Lewis was a faithful
member and served as a deacon.
The funeral will be held
Sat., Oct. 17 at 11 a.m. at Mt.
Moriah Baptist Church, 3500
18th Ave. S.

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

YOUR COST ONLY $199
with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray,
100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service

For More Details
Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602
Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”
Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III
Ronald J. Derr Sr.
President
L.F.D.I.C.

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County






“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 










 
 










 



Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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Answering important question concerning the city’s future
From FORUM, page 1

city’s marketing department to disseminate information.
Lisa Wheeler-Brown –
In favor of Referendum 1-3
and disapproved of No. 4. To
educate voter’s she agrees
with Newton, but also adds
using the library system and
recreations centers to get
the word out.
Referendum No. 1:
Approving Permanent Use
Restrictions Over a Portion
of City Owned Submerged
Lands in Tampa Bay
Referendum No. 2:
Precinct Lines Need Not be
Followed Where it Would
Compromise Compact and
Contiguous Council Districts
Referendum No. 3:
Charter Amendment Clarifying Residency Requirements for Council and
Mayoral Candidates Before,
During and After Election
Referendum No. 4:
Charter Amendment Clarifying That Electronic Tallying of City Council Votes
Satisfies the Roll Call Requirement
Several recent city projects including the South St.
Petersburg CRA have been financed using TIF type financing. What is your
understanding of TIFs and
what proposed projects for
South St. Petersburg economic development do you
support most (eg. Top 2-3)
and why?
Wheeler-Brown – Supports the CRA.
“TIF stands for Tax, Increment, Financing, and I’m

very excited about the CRA
because that’s going to
bring job readiness programs, job creation—which
is needed in our area. And
because no one who works
40 hours a week should
have to worry about keeping a roof over their head or
food on the table, so I’m
very excited about it. And I
know that this time it will
work because of the accountability
provisions
within the CRA,” she said.
Wheeler-Brown is looking
forward to CRA bringing
jobs and affordable housing.
Newton – Supports the
CRA.
“I’m interested in seeing
the land that the stadium sits
on being redrawn into the
south side TIF. The land the
stadium sits on now is not on
the tax roll, and because it’s
not on the tax roll it’s not
generating anything. It’s
drawn into a different TIF
now. And if you can see the
success of downtown and
what can happen when you
have a community development area designated, it
takes off…Now the way it’s
designed we can use county
money for brick and mortar,
we can use city money for
job training and job opportunity and educational opportunity,” Newton said.
Newton supports the
proposed homeownership
and jobs portion, but warns
against gentrification.
What is your opinion on
the city’s recently passed 2016
budget? What do you think
are strengths and weaknesses

of this budget?
Newton – Supports this
budget, and is happy that it
approved just under a million dollars for youth employment.
“I believe our strengths
and weaknesses are probably two in the same because
we need to try to provide as
much opportunity and access to everyone. I still believe that we have a huge
challenge when it comes to
our youth, and we can keep
addressing that but we also
need to make sure that we
have access to our small
businesses and try to attract
some of those, especially
into the Midtown area.”
Wheeler-Brown – Supports the budget, and is excited that the CRA will bring
money to the arts.
“One thing that should
be in the budget a little bit
more invested in…our
sewer pipes. They are over
70 years old and that is one
of the reasons why the spill
happened. We need to definitely invest more in infrastructure.”
What new ideas do you
have to address climate
change in the city and what
established ideas will you support if elected?
Wheeler-Brown – Feels
that educating the public is
key. Suggest putting information in libraries, recreation centers and stores. She
sees a lack of overall knowledge in the community
about global warming and
environmental issues.
Newton – Feels we need

THE ST. PETERSBURG BRANCH NAACP WILL HOST A

CANDIDATE FORUM MON., OCT. 26, AT THE ENOCH DAVIS
CENTER, 1111 18th AVE. S, ST. PETE. THE FORUM WILL START
PROMPTLY AT 7:00 P.M., AND WILL BE MODERATED BY
TAMPA BAY TIMES POLITICAL REPORTER ADAM SMITH.

CONFIRMED CANDIDATES INCLUDE:
District 1
District 5
District 7
Candidates
Candidates
Candidates

Monica Abbott

Philip Garrett

Winthrop “Will” Newton

Councilmember
Charlie Gerdes

Councilmember
Steve Kornell

Lisa Wheeler-Brown

Norma Roberts moderated the forum.
to be proactive in helping
the environment. He is in
support of cleaner travel options, such as using the bus,
carpooling and using your
feet; not building in low lining areas and protecting natural barriers.
What is your best NEW
idea for the city that you
would seek support for and
try to implement should you
be elected?
Newton – Wants to work
collaboratively and collectively with fellow council
members. He wants to create opportunity for those living in poverty; wants to work
for the good of the whole.
“The challenge I face
that I think we all face is because of the systemic problem of poverty whether you
believe it or not. And be-

cause we are here tasked
with the responsibility of
making sure we are good
stewards, I think that you’ll
spend less money, have less
taxes and better opportunity
in life if we can tackle those
seven factors that lead to
poverty.”
Wheeler-Brown
–
Wants to make sure that the
city is engaged in educating
the youth, and not just the
county. Wants more teachers in recreation centers tutoring for free.
“I’m interested in utilizing our rec centers to have
teachers in there to help
with tutoring to increase
their basic skills—their
reading, their math, science—just help like that but
that’s one thing I’m going to
champion if elected to coun-

cil because education is very
important and we want our
kids to be successful.”
Winthrop “Will” Newton
has lived in District 7 for almost 30 years and is the
youngest of eight siblings. A
native of St. Pete, he graduated from Pinellas Technical
Institute and became a firefighter. He has served as a
firefighter for 23 years and
was elected by the union to negotiate labor contracts.
Wheeler-Brown was born
and raised in St. Pete, and
after high school she joined
the military. She was instrumental in solving her son’s
murder and was recognized
nationally by former Attorney
General Eric Holder. She is
also the immediate past president of the Council of Neighborhood Associations.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A new ‘Pleasant Grove’ blossoming
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The groundbreaking ceremony for the new Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church was
held on last Sat., Oct 10 on
the northeast corner lot on
37th Street South and 21st
Avenue.
A sea of blue and white
t-shirts could be seen several blocks away as clouds
streamed overhead. Members of all ages gathered,
including infants with their
mothers to family matriarchs and patriarchs. A
large white tent was
pitched near the row of 10
shovels with white construction hats on the handles.
Mistress
of
Ceremonies for the momentous
occasion was Sarah Anderson who is also a member
of the Groundbreaking
Committee.
Rev. Earnest Jones of

Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church started the program with the Call to Worship and Invocation. Next,
Barbara Walker led everyone to sing the congregational hymn “We’ve Come
This Far by Faith.”
“God has brought us
here and He has heard our
prayers,” said Anthony
Harrell,
chairman
of
Trustees.
He continued by thanking the congregation for
their gifts and dedication
thus far. “Without you and
your efforts we wouldn’t
be here today,” Harrell
said while also thanking
Cornerstone Bank for stepping up to fund the construction of the new
building.
School Board member
Rene Flowers also greeted
the congregation and
praised their years of service to the community and
for undertaking the milestone of erecting their new

church home in the community that they have
served for nearly 70 years.
City Councilmember
Wengay Newton, General
Contractor on the project,
Harlan Haslow and Jim
Dusil of Cornerstone Bank
all spoke briefly about the
soon to be new home of
Rev. Don L. Middleton and
his congregation. Currently they worship at 1210
Union St. S.
Chairman of the Deacons, John Haynes, gave
the “Prayer Upon the Beginning of the Work” and
reciting the charge for the
“Breaking of Ground” was
Rev. Fleming Tarver of the
St. John Missionar y Baptist Church in Clearwater.
All members and wellwishers stood up and
turned to face the north
where each shovel was
manned by members of
the Groundbreaking and
Finance Committees.
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Rent-to-own with no credit hassles
From BACK, page 1

background checks. “We
don’t ask for DNA,” joked
Dixon. They do however
require five personal references, proof of some
source of income, such as
tax return and paystubs
and a legitimate address
where the furnishings will
be housed.
“We do a little verification because we’re not
here to give away the merchandise,”
explained
Dixon. “We are here to
make sure someone in our
community can have
something nice to put in
their home.”
5 Star personnel pride
themselves on working
with each and every customer to get them approved. They can even
verify residency and proof
of income by just speaking
with a landlord or a boss.
“It’s an easy process,”
said Dixon who believes
the hardest thing about
the procedure is choosing
from all the choice furnishings they have to
offer. “Everything else is
simple.”
Once approved customers can choose from
many options of repayment such as 90 days
same as cash in which customers are encouraged to
quickly pay off their purchases to avoid finance
charges. 5 Star also offers
an early-bird option for repayment or customers can
receive a 45 percent discount on their balance if
they pay it off early.
But what if you’re
down on your luck, lose a
job or just realize that you
just can’t pay? 5 Star
works with their customers on that too. With a
lifetime reinstatement policy, if a customer gets into
a jam and realizes they
can’t afford the merchan-

dise, it can be returned.
Better still, once finances
pick up down the road
whether it be in a month
or years away, 5 Star allows customers to pick up
where they left off in their
payments.
“We hold it for you or
you get something of
equal value,” said Dixon.
“You won’t lose any money
that you invested into it.”
With policies like that,
no wonder 5 Star has a
wall full of plaques.
But 5 Star isn’t just in
business to sell product,
they also want to help the
community. Over the
years they’ve put on food
drives during the holidays
and at Christmas time
even bring in Santa to give
away gifts. Dixon estimates the total is around
200.
They loan equipment
such as television sets to
area churches in need and
even hold raffles in the
store whether you’re a
customer or not. Just recently the store held a
Duke Energy giveaway
where they paid a customer’s electric bill.
“The community has
been really good to us and
I hope we’ve been really
good to them,” Dixon said.

“We may not be able to
give a $1,000 away every
time, but we do what we
can to show we care.”
Dixon believes first impressions are very important and strives to make
customers feel at home
and comfortable. The entire staff at the St. Petersburg location is African
American and Dixon feels
it helps to put customers
at ease.
“A lot of times the
African-American community gets the shaft on service,” he said.
5 Star Furnishings
have locations in Orlando,
Orange City and in North
Carolina. The St. Pete location has roughly 400
customers. Store hours
are Mon.–Fri. from 10-7
p.m., and Saturdays from
8-5 p.m.
5 Star Rental Purchase
is located at 2112 34th St.
S, St. Petersburg, in
the Twin Brooks Shopping Center across the
street from Church’s
Chicken. Call (727) 3211700 for more information
or logon to 5starrentalpurchase.com to see all the
furniture, appliances and
accessories you could
have in your home tomorrow.

Dozens of lawyers will be on hand Sat., Oct. 24 to give legal
advice, and they won’t charge you a dime. Lawyers with a
range of specialties will be available, willing to discuss for free
any legal matter on your mind, from wills to taxes. Representatives from the City, Neighborhood Home Solutions, Duke
Energy and the police department will also be available to
give advice on a range of topics from buying a home to keeping teenagers in line, to cutting one’s electricity bill. Residents
will also be able to register to vote. Anyone who cannot attend
Lawfest but is still interested in free legal advice is encouraged to attend the “Ask a Lawyer….” sessions ran by the St.
Petersburg Bar. For more info, go to www.stpetebar.com.

Store Manager Ron Dixon

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm
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International Walk to School Day
ST. PETERSBURG –
Thirteen St. Petersburg elementary schools participated in the annual
International Walk to
School Day last Wed., Oct.
7. This is a global event
sponsored by the National
Center for Safe Routes to
School that involves communities from more than
40 countries walking (and a
few cycling) to school on
the same day.
St. Petersburg police officers participated at the 13
schools, walking with
groups, mingling with the
students, marking the
route in cruisers with lights
activated or simply blocking traffic at cross streets
where there is no crosswalk or crossing guard.
City councilmembers
who participated Wednesday included Council Chair

Charles Gerdes at Westgate Elementary; Councilmember Bill Dudley at
Shore Acres Elementary
and Councilmember Karl
Nurse at Melrose Elementary. Council Member Wengay Newton participated on
Friday when Fairmount
Park held their walk.
“What a nice walk
today! The weather was
nice and cool and the sun
was shining brightly as we
walked to Melrose! I am so
proud to be part of the staff
here at Melrose. Despite
what others may think or
say, we work hard here at
this school and we care
about our children! This
shows every day,” said Deneen
Wyman,
secretary/bookkeeper at
Melrose Elementary.
“I would like to thank
Mr. Curry for setting up





and for driving staff to the
location (along with Mr.
Twitty who we asked last
minute)! Thanks to Ben for
playing music, to Mr. Gabe
and his staff for preparing
the food for the families, to
our awesome journalism
teachers for taking photos
with the kids and to the
many staff who participated
in the walk! Our presence
in the community is vital to
Melrose, and we definitely
made our presence known
this morning,” Wyman finished.
Other schools that participated in the 2015 walk
included:
Bay
Point,
Bay Vista Fundamental,
Campbell Park, Lakewood,
Maximo, John M. Sexton, North Shore, Azalea
and Northwest Elementary.
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FAX: 727-866-1728
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Need direction? Travel the path of a new career at PTC

Aid for low-income microentrepreneurs

From PTC, page 1

From GRANT, page 1

hands-on training in storm
water systems and park
maintenance, among other
areas.
“This discovery night will
give an overview of these
programs and how individuals of the community can
gain access to becoming a recruit
in
our
boot
camp,” Sherman-White explained.
The boot camp program
consists of three weekly sessions that last an hour and a
half each. The first boot
camp night will focus on financial aid options, while the
second night will cover workplace readiness skills, including
how
prospective
employees should conduct
themselves during job interviews. The third and final
night will cover fundamentals of the modern workplace, such as basic
computer skills.
“At the completion of this
three week program there
will be a seat waiting for you
at the Public Works academy,” Sherman-White said.
PTC is also launching its
First Choice academy, a joint
partnership with the city of
St. Pete, she explained.
“We are looking for people that for whatever reason
did not receive their high
school diploma,” ShermanWhite said. “We are offering
them an opportunity to come
here, train for your GED, be
tutored in your GED prep,
receive your GED and then
walk into one of our certification programs.”
The city of St. Pete and
various companies have
stepped up to offer internships to PTC’s industry serv-

Kathy Castor, among others.
“This grant is a culmination of a lot of effort on behalf of a lot of people,” said
Albert Lee, president and
CEO of the TBBIC, noting
that the $75,000 is the organization’s first federal Small
Business Administration
grant. “What we’re excited
about is it’s going to extend
our capacity and ability to
work with small business
owners in providing the
technical assistance, that
much needed assistance, to
get these small business
owners off the ground.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
pointed out that the goal is
to fully integrate capital and
business development resources by focusing on local
entrepreneurs and south St.
Pete businesses.
“We all stand here together ready to work toward a common goal where
our microentrepreneurs

ices programs, such as air
conditioning repair, public
works and construction.
Not only does she coordinate the industry services efforts, Sherman- White also
helps bring in new business
for PTC instructors who
teach soft skills, computer
skills and the like. And
though PTC currently has
contracts with companies
and organizations such as
Baycare, Bay Pines, the City
of St. Pete and the housing
authority, she is always on
the lookout to secure new
contracts. Also, some of her
special projects include
the college’s back-to-school
efforts, in which the students
were welcomed this year
with banners, activities and
even a DJ.
“Next year our back-toschool efforts will be amped
up to the 10th power!” she
promised.
Adding night classes is
another goal of ShermanWhite’s, as she realizes
prospective students have
obligations and work during
the day.
“We understand that
everyone can’t quit work to
come to school,” she ex-

plained, “so for those that
want to continue working
until they successfully complete their certification, we
will have night classes.”
But she maintains that
one thing that sets PTC apart
from many other educational
institutions is that students
leave with no student loan
debt.
‘When you walk across
that stage,” she stated, “when
you graduate, your education
is paid for and you are ready
to hit the ground running!”
She noted that some programs offer dual enrollment
for high school students that
can give them invaluable experience, and a number of
programs only take a year to
complete.
“We have a slogan: ‘You
give us a year, we’ll give you
a career!’—and we really
want potential students to
know that,” she finished.
If you’re looking for a career and not just a job, logon
to www.pcsb.org/myptc or
call (727) 893-2500 to learn
how.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

CALL TODAY!

and our community at large
are the winners, not each of
us individually,” noted the
mayor.
Congresswoman Kathy
Castor was also on hand and
noted that there is a “newfound energy, excitement
and commitment” in midtown St. Pete for economic
opportunity. She added that
the grant will provide a
much-needed boost to local
entrepreneurs, and she believes it is just the beginning, because now there is a
new commitment to help lift
families, entrepreneurs and
businesses in the neighborhood.
“Part of the Vision
20/20 Plan that this community has worked so hard to
develop targets young,
smart entrepreneurs,” she
explained. “But the challenge here in south St. Pete
oftentimes is they don’t
have the capital to take that
idea into reality. They don’t

know where to begin.
They’ve got a great idea,
something that’s going to
serve this community but
oftentimes translating that
wonderful idea into new
jobs and new businesses
can be very difficult.”
Castor said the grant wa
s long overdue, and would
like to see even more grant
opportunities brought to
south St. Pete and Midtown.
Representatives from
the City Urban Affairs division and Greenhouse, the
Florida Small Business Development Center at Pinellas County Economic
Development, the Pinellas
Opportunity Council, the
2020 Plan Taskforce, as well
as U.S. Senator Bill Nelson
and the Chamber of Commerce were all present.
For more information,
please visit the TBBIC at
1123 22nd St. S, or call (727)
826-5785.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

  





 



 

  








HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:







Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


 

 






 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 







 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Witness of the Kingdom Ministries

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com
We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen
Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.
Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural
who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC Celebrates its
84th Church Anniversary
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, an open and
heartfelt invitation to join us in
our 84th Church Anniversary.
Come worship with us this
week, Wed., Oct. 14 through
Fri., Oct. 16, beginning at 7
p.m. and Sunday during
morning worship beginning at
10:45. Our Anniversary theme
is “Standing on His Promises”
with the scriptural test coming
from Deuteronomy 28: 1-14.
For 84 years, St. Mark has
been a church grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has had as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
Hope, Help, and Healing for a
lost and dying world. Join us
as we give thanks to our God
who has kept us and never
failed us.
Coming in October
Oct. 14-16 - 84th Church
Anniversary
CelebrationTheme: Standing on His
Promises (Deuteronomy 28:
1-14) All Weeknight Services
Begin at 7 p.m.
Oct. 14 - Rev. Robert Ward

and the Mt. Moriah M. B.
Church
Oct. 15 - Rev. Dr. Wayne
G. Thompson and the First Institutional Baptist Church
Oct. 16 - Rev. Troy Adams
and New Jerusalem M. B.
Church
Oct. 17 - Ministry Feud
(St. Mark’s version of Family
Feud)-Beginning at 7 p.m.
with food and fellowship before the challenge begins.
Come see if the YAMS (Young
Adult Ministry) will retain the
title or one of the other ministries claim bragging rights!
Oct. 18 - Anniversary Finale-10:45 a.m. Morning Service & Family Dinner
Immediately following at the
Frank Cubby Center
Oct. 23 - St. Mark Fall Festival (6-8 p.m.) –An alternative
to the Celebration of Halloween. The community is invited, put please, no scary or
satanic costumes. Free food,
prizes and lots of giveaways!
Oct. 25 - St. Mark Children and Youth Ministry &
Health Care Ministry Celebrate Pink and Blue Sunday in
recognition of Breast Cancer
Awareness in both Men and
Women.

Oct.30 - St. Mark Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Need a place to call home?
Looking for a church that is “fired
up?” The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and the
entire Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or
the 10:45 am worship service, and
Sunday Church School at 9:30 am.
Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families. “Wednesday in the
Word” noon to 1 pm (the best one
hour of your day) and at 7 pm. The
community is welcom to join us. You
don’t want to miss studying from 1st
John, Chapt. 5.
Mr. Harrison Nash - The
Weekly Challenger’s very own distributor. We know that Jesus is a
healer!
October at a glance - Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Sat., Oct. 17 – Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer – Vinoy Park.
Sun., Oct. 18 – Sunday in Pink Breast Cancer Awareness Sunday.
Sun., Oct. 18 at 3 pm – Celebration One Thousand Women in RedNew Jerusalem MBC, 1717 18th
Ave. S - Adult Choir, Male Chorus &
Third Sunday Ushers and Nurses to
serve.
Mon., Oct. 19 at 7 pm - “18th /
38th Pastor and First Family Appreciation Celebration” Committee

Meeting.
Oct. 23-24, 2015 – The Leadership Fall Retreat held at Camp Yale
Baptist Conference Retreat, Leesburg, Fla. Ministry Leaders please
see Sis. Penny Williams ASAP. Signup sheets located in the Atrium.
Sun., Oct. 25 at 4 pm – Holy
Temple Pentecostal Assemblies of
Churches, Inc., Bishop Zema Florence, Pastor, 3101 Freemont Terr.
S – The Adult Choir, Male Chorus
and First Sunday Ushers & Nurses
to servce.
Mon., Oct. 26 at 7 pm - “18th /
38th Pastor and First Family Appreciation Celebration” Committee
Meeting.
Sat., Oct. 31 – 4 - 6 pm – Join us
for Trunk or Treat! A children's
event, fun, food and fellowship!
Checking the dates for Nov.:
Nov. 4-6 – West Coast Baptist
District Association - 117th Annual
Session, to be held at Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church, 5200 W.
South St., Orlando, Fla. 32811 – the
following will be held at Mt. Sinai:
Wed., Nov. 4 at 7 pm – The Opening
and Youth Explosion, Thurs., Nov. 5
at 7 pm -The Moderator’s Hour –
Fri., Nov. 6 – The Morning Sessions
– Women's Auxiliary – Women's
Colors: Black & White with Red Accessories-and at 11 am – The 2nd Annual Address of the Laymen
President.

18/38 Pastor and First Family
Appreciation Celebration. TBA in
November.
Thought for the Week: What
Cancer Cannot Do! It cannot cripple
love. It cannot shatter hope. It cannot corrode faith. It cannot destroy
peace. It cannot suppress memories.
It cannot silence courage. It cannot
invade the soul. It cannot steal Eternal life. It cannot conquer the spirit.
Don't let “The Ship” sail without
you! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office:
(727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the Page. Also,
USTREAM - Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and leave your information.
Support West Coast Baptist District Association Women’s Auxiliary
Foreign Mission Project which is underway.

Faith Memorial MBC
A dedication service will be
held on Sat., Oct. 24 at 5 pm at
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church, 1800 18th Ave. S, St.
Petersburg in memory of the late
Dr. Bragg L. Turner who passed
away in Aug. 2014.
The Bragg L. Turner Re-

source Center is in honor of his
dedication of service the church
and community in which he
served.
The purpose of the Multicultural Resource Center is to provide education/activities for the
youth, tutoring for children and

adults and community meetings
and conferences.
The speaker for this occasion
will be Watson Haynes, Bethel
Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church, St. Petersburg, Fla.
The public is invited to attend.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

We can be healed - Part 2
“Jesus went about all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing ALL manner of
sickness and ALL manner of disease
among the people (Matthew 4:23).”
Due to labels and stigmas associated with mental and emotional
challenges, there are a lot of people
in our communities that are not
being healed from mental illnesses.
They are not receiving the proper
mental health services due to shame
and guilt. Nevertheless, healing is
available to ALL. It is not too late to
be healed. It is not late to be made
whole, a state where nothing is missing, broken or out of place.
Healing is not limited to recovery from physical conditions. I AM a
witness of mental and emotional
healing as well. Over 30 years ago
when I was an adolescent, I was depressed and suicidal as result of
being falsely accused of cheating in

school. I did not desire to live. I had
no appetite. I was unable to sleep and
was very lethargic. Through prayer
and counseling, I was able to overcome depression and suicide. My
joy was restored and my strength
was renewed.
“Beloved, I wish above all things
that you would prosper and be in
health even as your soul prospers
(III John 1:2).” We are God’s children
and it is God’s pleasure to give us the
Kingdom of love, joy and peace
(Luke 11:32). It is God’s desire for
each of us to live a happy, healthy
and prosperous life. God is concerned about every area of our lives
including our emotional and mental
well-being. God has promised to perfect those things that concern us and
we have the privilege of casting all of
our cares upon him because he
cares for us (Psalms 138:8, I Peter
5:7).
Regardless of our family health

history, genetics, prognosis, diagnosis, or the length of time of the condition, if we open our minds today,
we can be healed of any sickness,
pain or disease. We don’t have to live
in depression or anxiety; we can be
healed. We don’t have to live with
mental illnesses such as bipolar disorder and suicidal ideation; we can
be healed. We don’t have to be addicted to drugs, alcohol, cigarettes,
food, sex, shopping, gambling, etc.
We can be healed.
The same God heals us from
physical sicknesses can also heal us
from emotional and mental conditions. God heals us in a variety of
ways such as prayer, counseling,
meditation, medication, forgiveness,
denials, affirmations, etc. “God has
not given us the spirit of fear but of
love and of power and of a SOUND
MIND (II Timothy 1:7).” Anything
that God did not give us, we don’t
have to have.
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